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NEWS FROM THE PASTOR 

Ministering in East Cobb is 

exciting because it yields 

opportunities for handing 

down our faith to future 

generations. This cannot 

be achieved, however, until 

we accept our divine  

responsibilities. The church 

cannot remain the same 

forever because it is an 

organic organism rather 

than a sterile organization. 

Robert Quinn’s book Deep 

Change defines an organic 

organization as one that 

experiences growth by 

maintaining a responsive 

posture and a readiness to 

act quickly—coordinating 

what it learns with its  

willingness to adjust. Quinn 

then states, “Only organic 

individuals can create an 

organic organization.” 

The church is alive,  

empowered by the Spirit 

of God. Dillard Wilbanks said, 

“The church only exists for 

the people who are not yet 

part of it” (Matt 28:19-20). 

He went on to say that we as 

Christians must commit  

ourselves to “organism 

growth,” not “organizational 

maintenance.” The gospels 

reveal the difference  

between the two. The  

religious leaders committed 

themselves to maintaining an 

organization (the temple and 

the law) while Jesus  

established an organism for 

growth (the church).  

SPBC is on the verge of great 

things. Small changes in our 

presentation to the  

community highlight our at-

tractiveness (such as two 

different worship services, 

small groups that meet at 

home and an outreach 

through ministry to our  

community). Our focus is to 

reach the unchurched and the 

unredeemed of this  

generation, as Jesus  

commanded. Our purpose is 

to hand down our living faith 

in making disciples for Christ. 

Our desire is see SPBC grow 

strong in spirit and in  

numbers as it successfully 

meets the future. Changes are 

good when brought about by 

the hand of God, for the  

purpose of God and in the 

timing of God. Jesus said, 

“Upon this Rock “I” will build 

“My” church.” Notice, the 

pronouns are in first person – 

Jesus is referring to Himself as 

the owner and contractor of 

His church. That is an ongoing 

process until He comes. 

 

Pastor Al 

Children of the Day and 

shine brightly. This new 

study of 1 & 2 Thessaloni-

ans by Beth Moore will 

deepen your walk as we 

travel to Thessaloniki and 

through these letters of 

Paul. Whether you are 

new to Bible study or are 

“Light—to remove dark-

ness.” We are called to car-

ry the light of Christ Jesus 

today in all 

we do. 

Join us as 

we discov-

er how to 

be  

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

an ardent student, there is a 

level of participation for all. 

Sessions continue through 

Tuesday, November 18th. Join 

us each Tuesday at 9:30am in 

C-18. For additional  

information, contact  

Caroline Singletary. 



Page 3 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7 

 

We are continuing our dis-

cussions with DOT  

concerning the road  

widening in from of our 

facility. Thankfully, they 

have reconsidered where 

the property will come 

from. The Leadership Team 

will be meeting with the 

county within the next few 

weeks to see the new  

proposal. Keep praying that 

it will have a minimal  

impact on our church. 

We are being forced to do 

a complete security  

upgrade for our campus. 

We have had numerous 

electronic devices  

disappear, tables are 

missing from the gym, and 

doors are found unlocked. 

Wayne Cole, head of our  

security team, will be  

changing locks and issuing 

new alarm codes. There are 

far too many keys out there, 

and far too many people 

have codes. Part of our job 

will be to greatly reduce the 

number of people with free 

access. We will also have a 

tracking system so we will 

know who is here and when. 

This will be an inconvenience 

for many of us, but  

unfortunately, it’s something 

that needs to be done. This 

will take a few weeks to  

accomplish. 

Our new playground is here! 

It’s not complete, but you 

FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 

can see the new equipment.  

Volunteers are working to 

finish the ground cover,  

fencing, and numerous  

smaller tasks to complete the 

transition. We need more 

funding for all the items that 

will make this a fun place for 

our children, and attract more 

of our surrounding  

community.   

Henry Costanzo  

Beverly Schauer 

Joe Mullaney  

Shirley Miller 

Carolyn Harris 

Terri Butler  

Ed England 

Andy Mattick     

personalize with your own 

touches. The cost per 

class is $10 and the  

fellowship is 

priceless! 

Classes meet 

the last 

Come and paint a picture to 

take home!  Each session 

consists of painting a  

chosen picture,   

following step-by-step 

instructions, that you 

can paint as is or  

BLANK CANVAS 

Thursday of each month at 

7:00 (unless otherwise noted 

on our events page) and are 

open to male and female- 

youth age and up. Contact 

Caroline Singletary for more 

information. 
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HOMEBOUND 
 

Sandra Abney 
Bill Barksdale 
Sarah Bell 
Hazel Burns 
Marilyn Carlile 
Thelma Louise Chase 
Jewel Coker 
Frances Cornett 
Eleanor Culberson 
Jane Drake 
Walker & Nita Elster 
Louise Hunter 
Christine Kemp 
Sue Moyer 
Don Patterson 
Lorene Quinette 
Estelle Race 
Horace Richardson 
Emmalene Rogers 
Dora Segars 

MISSIONARIES 
 

Timer and Mary Ann 
Hartley, Northern Afri-
ca and the Middle East 
Younis Farhat, Pastor, 
Asian-Indian Mission 
Jim and Viola Palmer, 
United States 
Hannah Redd, United 
States 
Samantha Mullaney, 
Red Sea region in the  
Middle East 
Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 
Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

What is your idea of 

peace? 

Years ago, a contest invited 

artists to paint a picture of 

peace. Entries were  

diverse. After much  

deliberation two finalists 

contended for the prize. 

The first artist had  

interpreted peace by paint-

ing a quiet lake  

nestled high in the lonely 

mountains. The second 

artist painted a thundering 

waterfall with the branch 

of a birch tree bending over 

the exploding foam. On the 

fork of that limb, just out of 

reach of the waterfall’s 

spray, a robin sat in her 

nest totally undisturbed.  

At times I long for the  

quiet lake. "God, please 

give me serenity; a life de-

void of hurries, hassles and  

hang-ups." The life I lead, 

and I suspect that you do 

too, is quite different. It is a 

cacophony of important  

responsibilities: children, 

bills, challenges, hurting peo-

ple, multiple appointments, 

daily deadlines, and constant 

demands. It is a far cry from a 

quiet lake on a misty morn-

ing. And that’s okay! 

Jesus never promised  

endless ease. Oh, make no  

mistake about it, he does 

guarantee peace; but it is a 

peace found in the midst of 

life’s troubles, not away from 

them. 

“I have told you these 

things, so that in me you 

may have peace. In this 

world you will have trouble. 

But take heart! I have  

overcome the world.” John 

16:33 NIV 

The picture of peace that 

Jesus promises is that of the 

robin just above the  

thundering falls. And we  

become that robin sitting 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP PASTOR 

quietly above the torrents of 

worry—deeply at peace—

when we rest in Christ. 

Are the waters of worry  

rushing below you? Are  

demands, deadlines, and  

difficulties sending a spray of 

anxiety all around you? There 

is a safe place, a quiet nest 

above the turbulent waters. 

Go ahead, land on that 

branch, and settle into Jesus' 

nest. 

You can have peace when life 

is not peaceful! Trust Him. He 

will hold you up. 

 

Bryan Paine 

"Love God Completely, Love 

People Deeply" 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 

6th graders  will have their 

own pre-youth program  

going on 

at the 

same 

time. 

Our AWANA program has 

been moved from Wednes-

days to Sundays. Come out 

and join us from 5:00pm 

until 6:45pm. AWANA is for 

children from 3 years old 

through 4th grade. 5th and 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Angie Spiva 
Preschool & Children Director 

angie@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 

 
 

OUR CORE 
VALUES 

 

Our power source is prayer 
 

Our church is to be Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity is worship 
 

Our mission is to reach people 
for Christ 

 
Our responsibility is to disciple 

believers 
 

Our message must remain  
unchanged while our  

methodologies change 
 

Our calling is to be involved in 
a servant ministry 

 
Our resolve is to do ministry 

through a “kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to do ministry 

with excellence 
 

Our desire is to be faithful 
stewards 

PRAYER 

done in and through 

us.  Praying is far more than 

one 'good, better and best' 

choice of pointing quickly to 

a picture on each page of a 

catalog! 

  

'Best Practices' in praying 

take place all over the 

world, in many different 

languages and at every mo-

ment.  Jesus prayed and 

invited others to pray with 

him.  Those 'Best Practices' 

were approved and offered 

as examples or instructions 

available to help others who 

follow Jesus Christ.  Jesus 

asked Peter, James and John 

to watch and 

pray.  (Matthew 26:40-41; 

Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-

46; John 18:1) 

  

An October challenge is to 

select one of the following 

groups to add to your 'Best' 

daily prayer list.*  Thank you 

for praying for our church. 

 

Leadership Team 

Nominating Team 

Ministry Teams 

Church Staff 

Deacons 

Volunteers 

Best Practices Include 

Prayer 

 One of my childhood 

games with my brother 

was looking through the 

heavy Sears Roebuck cata-

log and quickly pointing to 

a picture on each page of 

something we want-

ed.  We learned to read the 

description of the item, 

and we always wanted the 

one rated 'Best.'  Often the 

cost for 'Best' was the 

highest price while 'Good' 

was lowest and 'Better' 

was somewhere in be-

tween.  During the war 

many products were una-

vailable and had been 

'discontinued.'  Although I 

haven't played such a 

game since I was preschool 

age, I still find myself think-

ing of values in terms of 

'good, better, and best.' - - 

Dot Houston 

  

Do you think of praying in 

terms of 'good, better and 

best' choices?  Certainly 

not!  Praying is implement-

ing faith.  Praying is con-

necting with Almighty God 

who created everything 

that is and saw that "it was 

good, so very 

good!" (Genesis 2)  Praying 

is asking that His will be 

Weekday Preschool  

Participants 

Cobb Street Ministries 

Storehouse Ministry 

Operation Christmas Child 

Approved Workmen Are Not 

Ashamed (AWANA) 

Fall Festival 

Community Involvement 

Children & Student Activities 

American Sign Language 

Sandy Plains Home Educators 

Raising Excellence 

(S.P.H.E.R.E.) 

Worship 

Choir 

Bible Study 

Heritage 

Food Delivery to Homebound 

Women On Mission 

Men's Ministries 

Dominican Republic Mission 

 

* (visit www.sandyplains.org 

for additional suggestions) 

http://www.sandyplains.org
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We are  
currently  

updating our 
database. If 

you have had 
any changes in 
your phone, ad-
dress,  or email, 
please contact 
the church of-

fice. 

SPBC INSTRUCTIONAL 

BASKETBALL LEAGUE  

ceeds will go towards new 

basketball equipment, priz-

es, trophies, snacks and uni-

forms.  Snacks and drinks 

will be provided for each 

athlete during the 5 minute 

devotional.   

All ages will go through a 30 

minute instructional league 

with competitions followed 

by 15 minutes practice with 

team (2 teams per half).  All 

events will be on Saturdays. 

Before the games start, 

there will be a 5 minute de-

votional.  The remaining 

time will be half court 

games (may shift to full 

court as the season pro-

gresses).  For the first part 

of the league, teams will be 

chosen each week to allow 

different kids to play with 

Sandy Plains Baptist 

Church is starting a new 

Instructional Basketball 

League.  The league will be 

split into K – 2 (10:30 to 

noon, 12:30 to 2:00), 3 - 5; 

set max of 20 for each age 

group unless we get more 

coaches to help.  You can 

register at the church or on 

the church website, but 

payment must be either 

sent or dropped off at the 

church office to officially 

register your child. 

If you register before Oc-

tober 18th, the cost of the 

league will be $50 per 

child. If you register from 

October 19th to November 

1st, the cost of the league 

will be $60 per child.  

Among other things, pro-

each other, once February 

hits, the athletes will be 

placed on a permanent team 

to participate in the end of 

season tournament.   

All rules will be introduced in 

the first part of each practice 

and will be enforced to the 

point that they do not take 

away from the flow of the 

game.  Games will be running 

clock.  

At least one parent or ap-

proved guardian must remain 

on campus while your child is 

playing.  For more infor-

mation, you may contact 

Andy Mattick, Larry Logan or 

Robert Moody. 
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special events.  The name 

SPHERE was chosen to  

represent that we are trying 

to keep everything we do 

equidistant from the fixed 

point that is God while we 

also want to encompass the 

families in an environment 

of godly support while we 

help each other bring out 

excellence in all aspects of 

our children's lives. 

Our monthly meetings are 

scheduled for the third 

SPHERE (Sandy Plains 

Home Educators Raising 

Excellence) is an open 

home school group that 

was intended to minister 

to home school families in 

the Marietta, East Cobb 

area.  The group meets 

once a month for a time of 

fellowship, support, idea-

swapping and godly en-

couragement.  Along with 

the meetings, we meet at 

least once a month for field 

trips, parties and other 

Monday of each month at 

6:30pm.  We encourage the 

whole family to come to these 

meetings.  We will have a 

time of sharing, support, and 

devotional as well as activities 

for the kids that will require 

support from both parents.  

Refreshments will also be  

provided. 

If you are interested in joining 

us, please contact Andy Mat-

tick. 

 

Caring and Sharing will 

meet on Thursday, October 

9th at 7pm at the home of 

Selena Hill. 
 

S.P.H.E.R.E will meet on 

Monday, October 20th at 

6:30pm in the Fellowship 

Hall. 
 

Young In Heart will meet 

Thursday, October 16th for 

the annual Apple Trip.  

 

 

Ladies Bible Study meets 

every Tuesday beginning at 

9:30am in C-18. The study is 

Children of the Day by Beth 

Moore. 
 

Women on Mission: 

Mission Seekers will meet 

on Thursday, October 2nd 

at 10am in C-18.  
 

The Leadership Meeting 

will be on Sunday, October 

5th at 4pm in C-18. 

 

The Deacon’s Meeting will be 

on Sunday, October 19th at 

4pm in C-18. 

 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will be Tuesday, October 28th 

in the Fellowship Hall at 

10am. 

 
 

Join us for our annual Fall 

Festival on Thursday, October 

30th beginning at 5:30pm. 
 

 

UP AND COMING   

S.P.H.E.R.E. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES: 

pens, pencils and  

sharpeners, crayons,  

markers, notebooks, 

paper, solar calculators, 

coloring and picture 

books, etc. 

NON-LIQUID HYGIENE 

ITEMS: toothbrushes, 

bar soap, combs, wash-

cloths, etc. 

ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, 

socks, hats, sunglasses, 

hair clips, jewelry, 

watches, flashlights 

(with extra batteries), 

etc. 

 

It is now time to start gather-

ing items for our Operation 

Christmas Child collection 

campaign. A small shoebox 

can teach a child about the 

love of God and lead him or 

her to faith in Christ. Drop-

offs can be found at the dona-

tion center across from the 

choir room. 

When packing a shoebox, 

here are some guidelines: 

TOYS: Include items that 

children will immediately 

embrace such as dolls, toy 

cars, stuffed animals, ka-

zoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, 

jump ropes, balls, toys 

that light up and make 

noise (with extra batter-

ies), etc. 

A PERSONAL NOTE: You 

may enclose a note to the 

child and a photo of your-

self or your family. If you 

include your name and 

address, the child may be 

able to write back. 

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or 

damaged items; war-related 

items such as toy guns, 

knives or military figures; 

chocolate or food; out-of-

date candy; liquids or lo-

tions; medications or vita-

mins; breakable items such 

as snow globes or glass con-

tainers; aerosol cans 

For more information, please 

contact Caroline Singletary. 
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The October meeting 

will be the annual  

Apple trip.  The 

bus will leave on  

October 16, 2014 at 

9:00AM.  If interested 

in going, please  

contact Joe Ballew at  

770-420-8898 to reserve a 

seat. 

Young in Heart met on  

September 18, 2014 with 

31 members and 1 guest 

present.  A representative 

from the Police  

Department spoke about 

seniors that are vulnerable 

to scans and thefts and 

ways to protect yourself. 

YOUNG IN HEART 

IN 

Year to Date  
Giving: 

$501,417.61 
 

Year to Date 
Budget: 

$604,791.19 

SUNDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY FOR 

PARENTS 

leading” were strengths for 

me and I want to try to play 

those up even more. I was 

not surprised to find that I am 

in need of some work in the 

“patience & gentleness” area, 

so I will be paying closer at-

tention to the challenges that 

focus on those virtues! The 

assessment also tells you 

which days will focus on each 

category!  

The Love Dare for  

Parents applies the same 

technique used in the  

popular marriage book, The 

Love Dare, to parenting, 

challenging parents to  

understand, practice, and 

communicate life-changing 

Christ-like love to their  

children. During each of the 

He will turn the hearts of 

the parents to their chil-

dren, and the hearts of the 

children to their par-

ents… ~Malachi 4:6  

Join us on Sunday nights 

during AWANA as Warren 

Wolfe leads a Bible Study 

based on the book The 

Love Dare for Parents. Prior 

to starting this Bible Study, 

take the Love Dare  

Parenting Assessment for 

free online! It’s a great 

starting place for The Love 

Dare, helping  identify your 

strengths and weaknesses 

as a parent and providing 

verses to encourage you in 

each area. “Showing & 

modeling” and “teaching & 

40 day journey, parents are 

given a key verse from  

Scripture, a biblical principle 

about love that applies to  

parenting, and a specific  

challenge for the parent to do 

that is done for the sake of 

their child. You'll also find 

journaling space for your 

reflections. 

http://lovedaretest.com/
http://lovedaretest.com/


In December, we will have 

our next BIG Event week-

end. This is a weekend 

packed full of eye opening 

studies and fun activities — 

all done on a BIG scale. 

DURING THIS WEEK 

students will learn that 

science isn’t the enemy of 

creation. Science and logic, 

in fact, demand a creator.  

It’s important to know that 

studies of this nature aren’t 

really driven by science at 

all but by worldview. If ones 

worldview is that they don’t 

want to live with the conse-
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

 

We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying our-

selves and lifting up Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of God.  

 

We are about merging 

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God and 

to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 

 

quences of there being a 

God, then the solution is to 

claim He doesn’t exist. They 

must then come up with 

another explanation as to 

how it all began.  

THAT’S WHAT DARWIN DID. 

It only follows that when a 

lot of people begin to share 

this same anti-God 

worldview, then when these 

people gain power in gov-

ernment and in education, 

their perspective becomes 

the “truth” that gets taught 

in our schools and universi-

ties.  

Our purpose with these 

studies is to show our stu-

dents how they can make a 

defense when called upon 

to do so. 

Even more important, these 

sessions teach students that 

they can know that there 

are answers to these 

questions.  

Gary McEntire 

December 

12-13th 
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SPBC Volunteer Schedule October 2014 
October 5th October 12th October 19th October 26th 

Deacon of the Week Deacon of the Week Deacon of the Week Deacon of the Week 

Tom Freeman Sam Hill David Huckeba Joe Ballew 

Extended Session Coordinator Extended Session Coordinator Extended Session Coordinator Extended Session Coordinator 

Jen Conant Lacey Sivley Bernie Caulk Christine Peterson 

Babies & Twos  Babies & Twos  Babies & Twos  Babies & Twos  

Janice Ashley DeAnn McEntire Janet Earnest Jennifer Logan 

Melita Conrey Lacey Sivley Teresa Mullaney Staci McKay 

Threes, Fours & Fives  Threes, Fours & Fives  Threes, Fours & Fives  Threes, Fours & Fives  

Robert Moody Robert Moody Robert Moody Robert Moody 

Betsy Moody Betsy Moody Betsy Moody Betsy Moody 

Backup Workers Backup Workers Backup Workers Backup Workers 

Leigh Ann Anderson Emilee Singletary Jennifer Logan Angie Spiva 

Sydney Conant Cora Conant Kayla Conrey Emily Bullington 

Children’s Church Children’s Church Children’s Church Children’s Church 

Bernadette Caulk Mark Saunders Lofton Spencer Warren Wolfe 

Counting Team Counting Team Counting Team Counting Team 

Joe Mullaney Linda Miller Elaina Cole Melissa Lacy 

Jo Ann Tucker Paul Smith Nan Maddox Linda Hodges 

Brett Norman Judi Murphine Cindy Moore David Braswell 

Greeter Team Greeter Team Greeter Team Greeter Team 

Andy Mattick’s Team Sam Hill’s Team Warren Wolfe’s Team Lewis Casey’s Team 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

Ushers: Team 1 Ushers:  Team 2 Ushers: Team 3 Ushers: Team 1 

David Braswell Chad Conrey Don Singletary           David Braswell 

Wayne Bartlett Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs Wayne Bartlett 

Bob Hayes Joe Ballew Garvin Bell  Bob Hayes 

Frank Hartley Robert Moody Lewis Casey, Wayne Cole Frank Hartley 

Jim Kennedy Ron Stone John Downer, Fran Florian Jim Kennedy 

John LaRue Don Walker Wally Harris, Sam Hill John LaRue 

Steve Stephens  Alex Taylor, Greg Taylor Steve Stephens 

Soundboard  Soundboard  Soundboard  Soundboard  

Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood 

Projection  Projection  Projection  Projection  

David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson 

Lock-Up Lock-Up Lock-Up Lock-Up 

David Peterson David Braswell Ed England David Braswell 

Dixie Beggs Dixie Beggs Tom Freeman Tom Freeman 

Security at 9:30 Security at 9:30 Security at 9:30 Security at 9:30 

Wally Harris Lewis Casey Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs 

Wayne Cole Sam Hill Robert Moody Wayne Cole 

Security at 11:00 Security at 11:00 Security at 11:00 Security at 11:00 

Roy Earnest Jim Caulk Larry Logan Jim Conant 

Roland Smith Andy Mattick Joe Mullaney Daniel Reavis 



Return Service Requested 

 

2825 Sandy Plains Rd / Marietta, GA 30066 

770.971.8525 / www.sandyplains.org 

LIVE LOVE SERVE 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 
10/2  Women on Mission, Mission Seekers, 10am (C-18) 
10/5  Leadership Meeting, 4pm (C-18) 
10/9  Caring and Sharing, 7pm (Selena Hill’s home) 
10/16 Young In Heart Apple Trip, 9am 
10/19 Deacon’s Meeting, 4pm (C-18) 
10/20 S.P.H.E.R.E., 6:30pm (F.H.) 
10/26 Heritage, 4pm 
10/26 Church Conference, 5pm (F.H.) 
10/28 Senior Men’s Meeting, 10am (F.H.) 
10/30 Fall Festival, 5:30pm 
 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
    9:30 AM  Bible Study 
  11:00 AM The Awakening Worship 
    11:00 AM Bible study  
     3:30 PM  ASL (C-14) 
     5:00 PM Evening Activities  
     5:30 PM  One Step Further (W.C.) 
     6:45 PM Band Rehearsal 
 
 
Tuesday 
      9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study (C-18) 
     12:00 PM  Prayer Group (C13)  
  
Wednesday 
      6:15 PM Student Sign Language /  
  Activities 
 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study 
    6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
     7:30 PM  Christmas Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday 
   10:00 AM Joyful Noise   


